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Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of Hie claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application. Inserted material is underlined and deleted material is shown in strikethrough 
to show the changes made. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for; networking a plurality of television recording 
devices, said method comprising the steps of: \ 

receiving a plurality of television signals; 

selecting a set of tuners from a plurality of tuners available on a home-based network, the 
selected set of tuners residing within the home-based network ; 

tuning each of said television signals in one of the tuners selected from the plurality of 

tuners; 

buffering said television signals on a storage medium in at least one PVR media server, 
the PVR media server configured for maintaining a read position and a write position for the 
buffering, 

the PVR media server residing within the home-based network, 

the buffering comprising a configurable type buffer that has a configurable size for 
permitting storage of a selectable time duration of the television signals, 

the configurable type buffer for providing buffering of the television signals continuously 
by using the selectable time duration; 

setting a set of boundary conditions for the read position and the write position; 

generating an event when the read position falls behind the write position an amount 
greater than the buffer size; 

advancing the read position in response to the generated event[[. ]] while the write 
position advanced as a television signal is received ; 

coupling a plurality of clients, over the home-based network, to said PVR media server; 

assigning at least two of said clients to one or more of said tuners; and 

transferring, over said home-based network, buffered television signals to said cHents, 

2. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the step of tuning each of said 
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television signals in one of a plurality of tuners comprises the step of tuning said television 
signals in a plurality of tuners located in a single PVR media server. 

3 . (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the step of tuning each 
of said television signals in one of a plxirality of tuners . comprises the step of tuning said 
television signals in a plurality of tuners located in a.plurality of PVR media servers. - 

4. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the step of buffering said television 
signals on a storage medium comprises the step of storing at least one television signal on a 
storage medium in at least one PVR media server for a client so as to record at least one 
television program for said client. 

5. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 4, wherein the step of storing at least one 
television signal comprises the steps of: 

assigning a tuner to said client; 

allocating space on said storage medium to record said television program; and 
storing said television signal on said storage medium during a time scheduled for said 
television program. 

6. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 4, wherein the step of storing at least one 
television signal comprises the step of resolving any conflicts to assign an available tuner for said 
television signal. 

7. (Original) The method as set forth m claim 6, wherein the step of resolving any conflicts 
to assign an available tuner for said television program comprises the steps of: 

determining whether one of said tuners is available to receive said television signal; 
if so, assigning said tuner to receive said television signal; 
. if not, determining which tuners are potentially available; 
querying clients assigned to said tuners potentially available to determine whether said 
clients desire to cancel recordation of said television program; and 
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assigning a tuner potentially available to receive said television signal if no clients cancel 
recordation of said television program. 

8 . ^ (Original) The method ;as set forth in claim 1 , ftirfher comprising the steps of: . . - ^ 

generating a first position to identify, a location within a selected one of said buffered 
television signals, for. a^first client; and . • . . - . . / 

generating a second position to identify a location witliin said selected buffered television 
signal for a second client, said second position being independent j&om said first position. 

9. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: • ■ • 
a plurality of clients for displaying television signals; 

at least one PVR media server coupled to receive a plurality of television signals, said 
PVR media server comprising: 

a plurality of television tuners for tuning each of said television signals, so as to 

assign at least two of said clients to one or more of said tuners, thereby generating a set of 
assigned cUents; 

a storage medium, coupled to said television tuners, for buffering said television 
signals, the PVR media server configured for maintaining a read position and a write 
position for the buffering^ 

a configurable type buffer that has a configurable size for permitting storage of a 
selectable time dxiration of the television signals, the configurable type buffer for 
providing buffering of the television signals continuously by using the selectable time 
duration; 

a set of bomdaiy conditions for the read position and the write position, tiie 
boundary conditions for generating an event when the read positioii falls behind the write 
position an amount greater than the buffer size, the event configured for causing the read 
position to advance in response to the generated event [>ll while the write position 
advanced as a television signal is received : and 

a home-based network for coupling said clients to said PVR media server and for 
transferring said buffered television signals to said assigned clients. 
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wherein the system is configured for selecting a set of tuners for tuning the received 
signals, wherein the selected set of tuners is located within the home-based network, 

wherein the selected set of tuners are coupled to storage media for buffering the signals 
for the assigned clients, the storage media located witliin the home-based network. 

10. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 9, wherein said at least one PVR.media server 
comprises a single PVR media server comprising a plurality of tuners. 

1 1 . (Original) The system as set forth in claim 9, wherein said at least one PVR media server 
comprises a plurality of tuners located in a plurality of PVR media servers. 

12. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 9, wherein said PVR media server further 
comprising storage medium for storing at least one television signal so as to record said 
television program. 

13. (Origuial) The system as set forth in claim 12, wherein said system further comprises 
software for assigning a tuner to said client, for allocating space on said storage medium to 
record said television program, and for storing said television signal on said storage medium 
during a time scheduled for said television program. 

14. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 12, wherein said system further comprises 
software for resolving any conflicts to assign an available tuner for said television signal. 

15. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 14, further comprising software for 
determining whether one of said tuners is available to receive said television, signal; . 

if so, for assigning said tuner to receive said television signal; 

if not, for determining which tuners are potentially available, for querying cUents 
assigned to said tuners potentially available to determine whether said cUents desire to cancel 
recordation of said, television program, and for assigning a tuner potentially available to receive 
said television signal if no clients cancel recordation of said television program. 



10/613,470 



5 



MEDB0009 



PATENT 



16. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 12, further comprising software for generating 
a first position to identify a location within a selected one of said buffered television signals for a 
first client, and for generating a second position to identify a location within said selected 
buffered television signal for a second client, said second position being independent ftom^ said 
first position. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method of networking video recording devices, the inethod- 
comprising: 

. receiving a plurality of signals, thereby generating a set of received signals; 
selecting a plurality of tuners located within a home-based network; 
tuning the received signals by using the tuners selected witliin the home-based network; 
coupling the tuners to a plurality of storage media located within the home-based 
network; 

buffering the received signals by using a first storage medium in at least a first PVR 
media server thereby generating a set of buffered signals, the first PVR media server configured 
for maintaining a read position and a write position for the buffering^ 

the buffering comprising a configurable type buffer that has a configurable size 
for permitting storage of a selectable time duration of the television signals, 

the configurable type buffer for providing buffering of the television signals 
continuously by using the selectable time duration, 

the first PVR media server located witliin the home-based network; 
setting a set of boundary conditions for the read position and the write position; aaad 
generating an event when the read position falls behind the write position an amount 
greater than the buffer size; and 

advancing the read position in response to the generated event[ ,]] while the write position 
advanced as a television signal is received . 

1 8 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 7, further comprising: 

selecting a first tuner for a first receiyed isignal, wherein the step of selecting comprises 
flae. step of resolving conflicts relating to the selecting, wherein the first tuner comprises an 
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available tuner on the network; 

coupling tlae first tuner to the first storage medium; 

allocating space on the first storage medium to record received signals; and : 

storing the first received signal on the. first storage medium during a predetermined time. 

19. ' (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the step of resolving conflicts to . 
select an available tuner comprises the steps of: 

determining whether the first tuner is available to receive a signal; 
if so, selecting the first tuner to receive the signal; 
• if not, determining a second tuner that is potentially available for selection; 
determining whether the second tuner has assigned cHents; 

if the second tuner has assigned clients, querying the clients assigned to the second tuner 
to determine whether the assigned clients permit reassignment of the second tuner; and 

if reassignment is permitted, selecting the second tuner to receive the received 

signal, 

if reassignment is not permitted, then searching for a third tuner available for 
selection on the network. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 7, fiirther comprising: 

selecting tuners located within the first PVR media server within the network, the first 
PVR media server comprising a plurality of tuners; 

coupling a plurality of cUents, by using the network, to tlie first PVR media server; 

assigning at least a first client and a second client to at least a first tuner and a second 
tuner; and 

transferring, over the network, the buffered signals to the first and second clients. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 17, fiarther comprising the step of selecting a 
plurality of tuners located in a plurality of PVR media servers distributed over the network. 
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